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Christmas Greetings and Happy 
New Year 2010

As we at Ramu NiCo Management (MCC) Limited endeavor to bring the Project construction 
to successful completion and prepare for commissioning and production, we cherish the 

blessings that Christmas brings forth and join you at this joyous time to celebrate the Christmas 
Eve safely in true family spirit.

While entering the New Year, and striving hard for Project success, Ramu NiCo shares the faith 
together with you that through better understanding, mutual respect and closer cooperation, we 
will bring this Project to success for all stakeholders while upholding our motto “One Ramu NiCo, 
One Community.”

As the President, I once again wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Prosperous Happy New 
Year 2010.

A panoramic view of Basamuk refinery 
plant on Oct. 28, 2009

President Luo Shu  
Ramu NiCo Management (MCC) Limited

CHRISTMAS Greetings and 
Happy New Year 2010 to 
our Project stakeholders, 
partners and friends! 
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Highlights

PNG Prime Minister Visited 
Madang Office Complex

Governor Sir Arnold Amet Ready to 
Work Closely with Ramu NiCo

PAPUA New Guinea Prime Minister, Grand 
Chief Sir Michael Somare visited Ramu 

NiCo Madang Office Complex on September 
17, 2009, after attending the ceremony 
for PNG’s 34th Independence Anniversary 
on September 16. On September 16, the 
Prime Minister also briefly visited the Project 
Basamuk refinery plant.

Fisheries Minister Ben Sembri, Governor 
of Madang Province Sir Arnold Amet and 
Madang Provincial Government officials 
accompanied the Prime Minister.

President of Ramu NiCo Madam Luo Shu, 
Executive Vice President, Mr. Gu Yuxiang, 
Vice President, Mr. Pan Hengli and Chief 
Technical Director Dr. James Wang with all 
the national and expatriate employees warmly 
welcomed the delegation.
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PM Sir Somare,Madam Luo and Madang Governer Sir Arnold Amet with Ramu NiCo Management

MADANG Provincial Government 
through the leadership of Governor Sir 

Arnold Amet is prepared to strengthen ties 
and work closely with Ramu NiCo for a win-
win situation.

Sir Amet made this known during a brief visit 
by Ramu NiCo President Madam Luo Shu on 
October 7, 2009 to his Madang office.

Sir Amet said Madang Provincial Government 
is waiting for the completion of LoA election at 
KBK before the scheduled Forum to address 
MOA matters including others to minimize 
disruptions to the mine’s commissioning 
schedule and the earlier realization of the 
benefits to all stakeholders.

This he said would ensure the flow of benefits 
from the mine to genuine landowners. 

Governor Amet also asked Ramu NiCo to 
organize forums to bring awareness to people 
about its deep sea tailing placement system 
to ensure that people do understand this 
scientifically reliable tailing placement system.

Madam Luo meets Madang Governor Sir Arnold Amet.

Madam Luo agreed on the idea to conduct 
awareness before the commissioning of the 
project.

Sir Amet also asked Ramu NiCo to help 
accommodate the annual 75 percent school 
leavers in Madang through skills training. 

Madam Luo said Ramu NiCo prioritizes both 
skilled and unskilled jobs to landowners 
followed by people from Madang province 
according to the Company’s human resources 
policy and is prepared to help unemployed 
youths in Madang.

They also discussed the possibilities of 
Madang establishing sister-city relationship 
with a city in China for cultural, educational, 
business and other exchanges.
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Ramu NiCo Attended 2009 Mines 
and Petroleum Seminar

CHIEF Technical Director of Ramu NiCo, Dr. James Wang attended 
the 2009 PNG Chamber of Mines and Petroleum Seminar held in 

Port Moresby Oct 29 on behalf of Ramu NiCo.

Dr. Wang gave a presentation on the progress of the Project 
construction by introducing the Project while highlighting the latest 
construction progress at KBK Mine site, Basamuk Processing site and 
slurry pipeline. He also briefed on Ramu NiCo’s achievements regarding 
sustainable development, community relations and HSE.

Delegates from all walks of life commended the Project progress 
and sincerely wish the Project’s successful production and make its 
contribution in boosting PNGs’ economy.

PNG’s Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Puka Temu delivered the opening 
remarks for the seminar.

Corporate and Community Relations 

RAMU NiCo President Madam Luo Shu visited Divine Word 
University on October 7, 2009 and held a brief meeting with 

President Fr. Jan Czuba.

Madam Luo briefed Fr. Czuba on the latest development of the Ramu 
Nickel Project. She also took the opportunity to appreciate the good 
working relationship with DWU and other stakeholders. 

Madam Luo and Fr. Czuba acknowledged that both parties have equal 
responsibilities to help in the development of Madang Province and the 
country through various joint projects including: 

 English Language and Melanesian culture training for the Chinese 
employees of Ramu NiCo. 

 Opening of Chinese study center where Chinese language and 
culture will be taught to PNG students and interested individuals. 

 Joint symposiums and forums on Ramu Nickel Project Update.

 Enhancement and expansion of working relationship with Madang 
Provincial Government.

Madam Luo said that these joint projects will benefit both the 
community and Ramu NiCo in the long run and pledged Ramu NiCo’s 
full support. 

Madam Luo Meets DWU President

Dr. Wang Introduced the Project Progress

Madam Luo and Ramu NiCo staff with Fr. Czuba
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Ramu NiCo and Catholic Church 
Promote Partnership

PNG Maritime College’s Technical 
Capability Helpful 

Corporate and Community Relations 

RAMU NiCo is actively engaged in partnership and networking 
with other agencies including churches in Madang to develop the 

province.

On October 21, President Madam Luo Shu paid a courtesy visit to 
Archbishop William Kurtz of Madang Archdioceses and acknowledged 
his time and spiritual responsibilities in Madang and PNG.

Madam Luo updated the Archbishop on the ongoing Project 
construction. She said projects of similar magnitude usually take five 
to six years to complete but Ramu NiCo will complete the construction 
within three years and prepare for commissioning next year, making it a 
history for PNG.

The Archbishop was impressed with the Project and promised that the 
Catholic Church is willing to give its assistance to the Project.  

The Archbishop also expressed concern for the relocation program at 
KBK that will affect the Catholic Church building. Madam Luo assured 
the Catholic Church that Ramu NiCo respects the church beliefs and 
will build a new church at the relocation site.

Madam Luo and Archbishop William also exchanged views on 
developmental aspect of Madang and on how they can work together 
for common benefits.

During her courtesy visit to the College on Oct 
21, 2009, Ramu NiCo President Madam Luo 
Shu explored further the potential for technical 
training cooperation between Ramu NiCo and 
the College.

“Though our industries are different, some 
of the technologies are similar and that’s 
where we can join hands for skills training,” 
Madam Luo told college Principal Mr. Richard 
Coleman.

“You train people like fire fighters, safety 
officers, welders and others who can be of 
use to us,” Madam Luo said.

Mr. Coleman and Madam Luo agreed that 
both can work together to develop curriculum 

THOUGH PNG Maritime College in Madang 
Province conducts marine training only, 

its technical capabilities enable it to train 
other trades who can be absorbed by other 
industries including Ramu NiCo.

to train specific courses to suit specific needs 
of Ramu NiCo.

Madam Luo said in the future the Company 
would send its staff, especially the landowners 
to improve their skills and enable them to 
secure better jobs with the Project.

Mr. Coleman assured Madam Luo that 
his college has sufficient equipment and 
expertise to train people to meet Ramu NiCo’s 
employment and technical demands.

Mr. Coleman also took Madam Luo and Ramu 
NiCo staff on a familiarization tour around the 
campus.

Archbishop William chatting with Madam Luo

Mr. Coleman explaining teaching material

Madam Luo and Ramu NiCo senior staff with 
Archbishop William Kurtz
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Corporate and Community Relations 

ON October 8, 2009, the board and management of the 
neighboring Marengo Mining Limited paid a visit to Ramu NiCo 

Office Complex in Madang. 

Madam Luo Shu gave a warm welcome to the delegation, led by 
Chairman Mr. John Horan. Both parties exchanged information on the 
progress of Ramu project and Yandera project. 

Other attendees were Ramu NiCo Vice President Pan Hengli, Assistant 
President Duan Jiubin, Marengo Managing Director Mr. Les Emery and Madam Luo Shu (in red) with Mr. John Horan on her left and Mr. Les 

Emery (on her right) including members from Ramu NiCo and Marengo

MANY passers-by are attracted by the unique architecture of 
Ramu NiCo Madang Office Complex at downtown Madang. It 

was exciting for more than 80 Grade 12 students from the Tusbab 
Secondary School located in Madang town when Ramu NiCo invited 
them to visit the building on October 8, 2009. 

Mr. Yuan Zhi, Deputy General Manager Community Affairs welcomed 
the students and stressed that Ramu NiCo is happy to work with them 
as future hopes of the company, Madang and the country.

Ramu NiCo update video was displayed at the multi media conference 
room followed by power point presentations by Safety Officer Joel 
Wongo on Project environmental protection and Human Resource 
Officer Elvee Sau on employment policies and job prospective with 
Ramu NiCo.

other Directors including Sir Rabbie Namaliu, Ms. Susanne Sesselmann 
and Mr. Sam Akoitai.

Marengo Mining Limited has focused its attention on the Yandera 
Project, which is located 95 kilometers southwest of the northern 
seaport of Madang. 

Tusbab Secondary First 
to Set Foot at Madang 
Office Complex

Mr. Michael Camillus Kavagu, head of the Personal Development Dept 
of the school thanked Ramu NiCo for the opportunity given to the 
students to know more about the Project.

“These are young men and women who are influential in the community 
and it is important that they know more about the Project.” he said.

Yuan Zhi (middle) with Mr. Kawagu (left) and Mr. 
Korano (right) in front of Ramu NiCo building
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THE Pentecostal Church of PNG based in Kurumbukari is ready to 
work closely with Ramu NiCo in encouraging Christian leadership 

and good moral standards.

This was revealed following Ramu NiCo’s help towards a Pentecostal 
Regional Mini Crusade held at Enekuai Village from Sept 23 to 27.

“Your generous contribution is prayerfully appreciated in every way 
and we look forward to working closely with your company, the 
communities and the government,” Ps. Abraham Yoga of CLC, Ps. 
John Mathew and Ps. Josua Nakai of Four Square said in a joint letter.

Ramu NiCo, NCS and ENFI jointly donated store food items valued at 
K5, 000, canvas, fuel, generator and vehicle to enable a successtful 
crusade.

Villages from Danagari, Gaizai, KBK Camp, Butua Camp and Walium 
also attended the crusade.

Pentecostal Church Ready to Work 
with Ramu NiCo

Ramu NiCo Sponsors STARS Basketball 
Team in Madang

THE STARS Basketball Team in Madang 
Town was sponsored by Ramu NiCo with 

thirty “walk-in” T-Shirts.

The T-shirts were presented to STARS 
founders Raymond Parangkei and Rose 
Parangkei Wednesday Sept 30, 2009. STARS 
Media and Promotion Team Manager Lucelle 
Bade witnessed the presentation.

White in color with “One Ramu NiCo – One 
Community” printed in front and STARS 
printed at the back, the basketball players’ 
moral was brightened up when they entered 
the grand final on Sunday Oct 4, 2009.

STARS Women’s A Team lost the grand final 
while Women’s B and Men’s B retained their 
defending championships.

The team comprises of unemployed youths 
and students living in Madang.
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Church crusade at KBK

Corporate and Community Relations 

STARS in Ramu NiCo T-shirt with Yuan Zhi
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AS the member of Madang community, Ramu NiCo is glad to help 
keep beautiful Madang town clean and neat everyday.

Thus, Ramu NiCo donated three spades and two rakes to Nilki Bomai 
Youth Group on Oct 1, 2009 to clean the drains and lawns around 
Madang Town as part of the ongoing beautification program initiated 
by the Madang Provincial Government in partnership with LLGs and 
Madang Provincial Youths Council.

Program Coordinator Lincoln Ireng said Ramu NiCo was the first 
business house to support them. He appealed to other business 
houses to do likewise to see youths taking responsibility and ownership 
of Madang Town beautification program.

Madang Provincial Government initiated the program to get everybody 
out of the street and create a system to encourage youth identity, 
individual and institutional capacity building, gender equality and 
sustainable livelihood.

Brand-new Mess Open at Basamuk

THE PNG national and expatriate staff 
working with Ramu Nickel Project at 

Basamuk refinery plant can now enjoy a new 
mess, thanks to Ramu NiCo’s constant strive 
to improve living conditions on site.

The new mess opened on Sep 28, 2009 has 
brand-new facilities including a new kitchen 
with modern cooking facilities, a big dining 
hall, cold storeroom, meat room, vegetable 
preparation room, bakery and others. It also 
has shower rooms and washing machines for 
the mess staff.

NCS Site Manager John Easton said this new 
messing facility provides healthy and clean 
working environment where healthy food 
for healthy workers is their priority. This also 
enables them to provide better food for the 
hard working staff of Ramu Nickel Project at 
Basamuk. 

Thanks to the modern cooking facilities 
equipped there, the mess now provides 
greater varieties of food including beef, pork, 
fried steak, various stews, omelette, cakes, 
traditional vegetables and sometimes kaukau 
(sweet potatoes) and taro. Fruits of various 
kinds are also provided. 

Ora Tueti, the mess catering manager also 
stressed that compared with the first mess, 
the new mess has better hygiene and huge 
improvement. With a total number of 157 
national staff, most of whom landowners from 
the surrounding communities, the new mess 
now caters for 900 to 1,000 workers each meal. 

The first mess has been closed for renovation. 
After completion it will be reopened to meet 

the demand of peak time construction. 
Currently there are two messes open to 
all PNG national and expatriate workers at 
Basamuk.

New kitchen at Basamuk

Helping with the cleaning of Madang Town

NCS baker Erick Woriom working at the bakery

Corporate and Community Relations 
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Assistance to Locals
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TO implement Ramu NiCo’s sustainable development strategy, the 
CA Department has been actively engaged in Project affected areas 

agriculture development assistance and has achieved encouraging 
results. 

Recently, CA Department agricultural team has distributed 2800 
quality hybrid cocoa seeds to some landowner clans and families in 
Usino area. 

The team also paid visit to those families and gathered information on 
their nurseries, land for tree planting and equipment for cocoa beans 
dehydrating and drying. Basic agricultural technology training was 
conducted and those families, especially women and youths have 
shown great interest in engaging in agriculture development assistance 
of Ramu NiCo.  

Meanwhile, the model farm at Basamuk had its first harvest of 
vegetables Oct 20 and 22, showing potential in agriculture activities, 
especially in vegetable planting.

CA Department invited landowners and women’s association 
representatives to visit the model farm and briefed them on Ramu 
NiCo’s long term agricultural assistance policies and plans. 

As a multi-functional farm for training, practice, seeds and seedling 
planting, the harvest of first batch of vegetables symbolizes that 
Basamuk area agricultural development takes shape and is definitely 
conducive to huge agricultural activities in the near future.

On-site training  at Basamuk model farm

Distribution of cocoa seeds

Landowners and women's association representatives visiting Basamuk model farm 

Community Development  
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Kong: Dedicated and 
Responsible

HIS medical situation as a diabetic person is of no hindrance to 
serve in this multi million Kina Ramu Nickel Project in Madang. 

He already decided to serve in this Project even when his father passed 
away in 2007 and son was only six months of age.  

He is Kong Qin, who heard a far crying voice which called on him 
to use his expertise and experience to help build the Project whose 
success will further strengthen the ties between China and Papua 
New Guinea. 

As the incumbent General Manager of Basamuk General Management 
Department, Kong is one of the dedicated senior management staff, 
working tirelessly to see the Project finally reach production and export.

Kong’s story is humble, yet moving and encouraging. He has worked 
with MCC, the parent company of Ramu NiCo for many years.

Majoring in Metal Material Science, Kong joined MCC immediately after 
his graduation in 1991. That was his first job. Since then, he worked 
with several subsidiaries of MCC till today for 18 years. Over the years, 
he has been trained and groomed to shoulder greater responsibilities.

Before he joined Ramu NiCo in 2007, he attended to various 
responsibilities in China and other Southeast Asian countries including 
the Philippines, Thailand, Indonesia and Cambodia to open, develop 

and extend local markets and undertake contracting works. From 2005 
to 2006, he worked in Iran as Project Manager in a coke plant.

“Whatever I do and where ever I work, my aim is to work with MCC,” 
Kong said. 

“When I was to leave for PNG, my wife and mother didn’t want me to 
come. They were worried about my health condition,” Kong said.

“But I told them if we overcome the temporary difficulties, we will have 
bright future. I want to see the mine doing something good for PNG 
and China so people can enjoy life.”

His given name “Qin”, which means “working very diligently” in Chinese, 
is synonymous to his working habit.

“As a man, you must work hard and take responsibilities. That is what I 
have been taught since childhood,” Kong said.

Kong is adamant and prepares to go anywhere he is needed with an 
aim to serve in the Ramu Project. When he was needed, he did not 
hesitate to take the responsibilities entrusted to him. When two months 
ago he was appointed as the General Manager of Basamuk General 
Management Department overlooking all operation there except 
construction and production, Kong was very proud because he was 
entrusted with greater responsibilities.

“Life here at Basamuk is not easy, given my health condition. But 
no matter what the living condition is, I am honored to take my new 
responsibilities. I am under pressure, but I am also confident that I can 
do it well.”

“I will work through my entire life with Ramu NiCo as long as I am active 
and energetic,” Kong added.

Profile

Mr.Kong chatting with Updater reporter Mathew Yakai
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Progress Report

 Slurry thickening plant thickener set installation 

complete.

 Beneficiation plant area integrated pipe 

network complete.

 Permanent accommodation area 4 buildings 

structure installation complete and 1 building 

decoration complete; box substation 

installation complete. 

Basamuk refinery plant:
 Water source large open well works fully 

completed; water supplied by water in-

taking purification station to fill three 3000 m3 

water tanks; water pipes to chemical water 

treatment, boiler house, power plant and office 

building complete.

 Power plant black start under final debugging, 

generator network piping, circulating water 

and oil supply under final check.

 Three 420 ton gantry cranes installed at 

Basamuk wharf. 

 The handover of office building, first aid center 

and shower room complete.

 Air compression station and HPAL circulating 

water complete and under debugging. 

 Autoclave 3# equipment and structural 

steel complete and piping work underway; 

Autoclave 1# structural steel and process 

structural steel under installation.

 Flocculent preparation and barren liquor 

filtering structural steel and equipment 

installation complete and piping work 

underway. 

 The last non-standard tank of CCD process is 

under construction; CCD tank water filling test 

successful and rubber lining underway.

 Non-standard equipment and process 

structural steel complete for Fe & Al removal, 

and foundation anti-corrosion complete.

 All non-standard tanks of the washing and 

filtering of Fe & Al removal residue completed 

and internal lining brick work underway.

 The installation of two 45 ton boilers of the 

boiler house complete, and chemical water 

treatment tank installation complete.

THIS is the progress report for September 
and October of 2009.

KBK mine site:
 Pressure test for a length of 20 km long slurry 

pipes complete, cathode protection work 

complete, 20 anti-slide piles for geologic 

hazard treatment in place, and cable laying for 

40 km slurry pipes complete.

 Water source water in-taking and purification, 

and mining stope water supply and purification 

works completed and ready for acceptance 

check.  

 De-agglomeration plant retaining wall, booster 

pump station flooring and slurry collection 

pond complete; truck scale foundation and 

belt veranda structure installation complete; 

sewage treatment of the integrated pipe 

network complete and 50% of the water 

supply piping constructed.

 Power plant black start complete; generator 

network in preparation for power generation; 

power plant and external road complete. 

 Oil depot near completion except for the 

additional box type filling station; acceptance 

check is under way.

ABOUT RAMU NICKEL 
UPDATER               

We welcome feedback and 
encourage contributions.
Please send your 
contributions to:

The Editor 
Ramu Nickel Updater
P. O. Box 1229
Madang
Ph: 4222888
Fax: 4221710
Email: mo@mccgrd.com

The Editor reserves the 
right to hold back any 
contribution thought to be 
unsuitable. 

Gantry cranes at Basamuk Wharf.


